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NEWSLETTER
This is the THOMAS PAINE edition (well, mostly); Common Sense Dinner announcement (page 2), Importance of Common Sense (p. 3), Why Thomas Paine (p. 4), Meet
the Speaker and Thomas Paine humor (p. 5) and Silent Auction (p. 7). Also find Notes
From the Chair (p.6) and important articles on Membership (p. 6), Membership Committee (p. 7) and Calendar of Events (p.8).

THIS MONTH - PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY SOCIAL - Thu 27 April
Where: Starboard Brewing Company,
151 N 3rd Ave, Sturgeon Bay

see via social media- let's get together IN
PERSON and share.

When: Thur, April 27 at 6 PM - 9 PM

Come to mix and mingle, with the expectations of raising awareness and
building partners. Reach out to
prospective members to listen, inform
and encourage discussion.

What: A fun informal social event for
folks from "progressive thinking" groups
to mix and mingle, bring their notices of
up-coming events and to network with
like minded individuals.
There is a lot of political action happening in the county that we don't always

SAVE OUR WATERS

Hosted by: Door County Democrats
Snacks are welcome.

SAVE THE DATE - Tue 6 June

WHAT:

General Membership Meeting

DATE:

Tuesday, June 6th

TIME:

7:00 pm

PLACE:

to be determined

SPEAKER: Prof. Al Gedicks
TOPIC:

Back 40 Mine and its impact
on the waters of Door County

LINKS:

Back 40 Mine Project
Wis. Resources Protection

Professor Al Gedicks, an activist expert and
emeritus prof at UW-Lacrosse, tells us about
the environmental and social dangers attending the new open-pit mining proposal just over
the Wisconsin-Michigan border, 150 feet from
the scenic river and overlapping sacred Native
American burial grounds.
Al Gedicks of La Crosse is executive secretary
of the Wisconsin Resources Protection Council
and a plaintiff in the Clean Water Act lawsuit.
He is emeritus professor of environmental sociology at the University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse.
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8th Annual Thomas Paine Common Sense Dinner
This being the 8th consecutive year of this special event, we can start calling it a tradition. Even
the Grey Donkey Silent Auction (see page 1) is back after a three year absence. New for this year is
a “back to basics” theme with a simple, low cost meal that will fit in almost any budget and allow
more progressives to participate.

Reservations:
Reservations are required. To order tickets
by credit card, click the
red button at the bottom
of the poster. For other
options and more event
details click this blue button:

ORDER OPTIONS
Silent Auction:

GET TICKETS NOW

MORE ABOUT MARK POCAN ON PAGE 5
Democratic Party of Door County

The Grey Donkey Silent
Auction returns. DPDC
members and friends are
encouraged to donate
their best don't-knowwhat-to-do-with-it item
for all guests to bid upon
beginning at 5:00 pm.
Bring your auction items
before 5:00 pm or drop
them off any Thursday,
Friday or Saturday at the
Margaret Lockwood
Gallery, 7 S 2nd Ave,
Sturgeon Bay.

DPDC April 20, 2017 Newsletter Page 3 of 8

Thomas Paine: The importance of Common Sense
by Justin Anderson
“This new world hath been
the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty from EVERY
PART of Europe.”
-Thomas Paine
“Common Sense” 1776
Every year, the Democratic Party of Door
County rallies its members for an evening of
good food, socializing, and fund raising at
the Thomas Paine dinner. Mostly known for
his contributions during
our nations tumultuous
beginning, Paine
helped to explain, in
the most rational way
possible, that the only
choice for the colonies
was to sever the ties to
Great Britain. In what
could be called his
most important piece of
writing, entitled “Common Sense”, he laid out
the problem and the solution for everyone to
see that our relationship with the British was
an unhealthy one and we must all agree to
independence no matter the cost. Democracy as we know it would not be the same
without the influence of Thomas Paine.
“We are young, and we have been
distressed; but our concord hath
withstood our troubles, and fixes
a memorable era for posterity to
glory in.”
-Thomas Paine

Being pretty far removed from my last U.S. History class, I took
the time to reacquaint myself with Mr. Paine and “Common
Sense”. He was a great journalist. At first, avoiding political motivation in his writing yet always focusing on controversial subject
matter. Writing under various pseudonyms allowed him the luxury
of writing on subjects like the abolition of slavery, women’s rights,
and cruelty to animals without the usual public backlash. He was
a philosopher living during a time of conflict and great social
change. The motivation for writing “Common Sense” was simple.
He had the foresight to recognize the potential for greatness in an
independent nation and the need for everyone to be united in
this way of thinking. This would go nowhere without the
cooperation of the people. He needed to make his case in
such a way that everyone could understand clearly what
needed to be done.
While reading about his views, accomplishments, and contributions to the birth of these United States I was struck by
two things in particular. The connections and similarities
between the political climates of 1776 and 2017 and how the
words of Thomas Paine still ring true today. The citizens of
what was to become this country were facing what seemed to
be an insurmountable number of issues. People were divided
but searching for answers. The steps that were being taken
would define generations to come and eﬀect, not just our own
country but, the rest of the world as well. In the end, the people
themselves were the answer.
Creating a country of the people and by the people that moved
away from the ineﬃcient system of power hungry monarchs combined with a corrupt house of commons was the step that helped
catapult us to the world power we are today.
Our country is at a similar crossroads. It is more important than
ever to remember what this country was founded on. An informed and involved american public will ensure our success.
Journalism must be protected from censorship by our own government. Checks and Balances must be maintained to prevent
political over indulgence. We must use “Common Sense”.
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WHY THOMAS PAINE?
You have read Justin Anderson’s introduction to
Thomas Paine: citizen, patriot, thoughtful revolutionary. As we once again look forward to our
annual Thomas Paine Dinner, you may
ask “Why Thomas Paine?” and “Why
now?”. The answer is that the revolution is never over. Only steadfast and
unrelenting defense of the founding
principles and ideals that defined the
United States of America will allow us
to stay the course that has brought us
successfully through so many perilous
moments in our history.
On January 6, 1941, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt gave voice to the Four
Freedoms in his message to Congress,
and they are freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want
and freedom from fear.
In the name of the Four Freedoms, the Greatest
Generation fought and conquered the Great
Depression, defeated the Axis powers, and
made America the strongest, most vibrant economic power in the world. We must never forget
that we are the beneficiaries of their valiant, selfless efforts. They bequeathed to all of us the social and economic benefits of freedom, but they
did not sacrifice for us alone. Thomas Paine said,
over 200 years ago, that “the cause of America is
in great measure the cause of mankind” and
therefore “The World is my country, all mankind
are my brethren, and to do good is my religion.”
And so it remains. We must be faithful stewards
of that legacy.

by Laurel Brooks
Mr. Paine said, “I prefer peace. But if trouble
must come, let it come in my time, so that my
children can live in peace.”
Well, trouble has come,
and we must not look
away, nor turn from our
duty. Let the Greatest
Generation be proud
of us, that we did not
leave our mistakes uncorrected, that we did
not win our freedom
from a monarch over
200 years ago only to
surrender it to an oligarchy while we mindlessly stared at our
Facebook pages.
Leave our children in no
doubt that we love them. We have been given the
tools and the institutional memory to resolve our
current national disarray if we will just be mindful of our sacred obligation. If we will do that, if
we will stand shoulder to shoulder with Thomas
Paine and the living memory of the Greatest
Generation, we can look to the future and confirm in ourselves Paine’s solemn and joyful dictum:
“We have it in our power
to begin the World over again.”

The Door Dems’ Periodic Newsletter is made available to all members and
friends of the Democratic Party of Door County. Not on our mailing list?
That is easily corrected. Simply click the yellow button and enter your data.

Democratic Party of Door County
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MEET MARK POCAN

at the 8th Annual Thomas Paine Dinner

He is our featured speaker. Congressman Mark
Pocan was sworn in as the U.S. Representa<ve
for Wisconsin’s second congressional district in
2013 following 14 years in the Wisconsin State
Assembly. A small business owner, union member and lifelong advocate for progressive causes, Rep. Pocan is
commiKed to using his unique experience from both the private
and public sector to ﬁght for polices that promote job growth and
support the families of south central Wisconsin. In the 115th Congress, he serves on the House Ap-

Humor for the Day

propria<ons CommiKee where he sits on the
SubcommiKee on Labor, Health and Human
Services and Educa<on, and the SubcommiKee
on Agriculture. He previously served on the
Budget CommiKee and the CommiKee on Educa<on and the Workforce. Rep.
Pocan is also the First Vice Chair of
the Congressional Progressive
Caucus (CPC). The First Vice Chair’s
leadership responsibili<es include
new member recruitment to expand the Caucus and being a
strong voice for progressive values
in Congress.

Call for Volunteers
WANTED PHONE CALLERS
Help reconnect with members
whose email address has
changed. Work at home.
Choose your own hours. Calling
script and list provided. No
training required. Call Ron
Maclean at 920-493-7657

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
DPDC has formed four Committees; Membership, Elections,
Outreach and. Events. They all
need participants. Join a committee and start making a difference.
Call Kathleen at 920-333-0185

Democratic Party of Door County
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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR
Hello Democratic Party Members and Friends,
The Door County Democratic Party is in the enviable position of having a large active board made
up of people of all ages. We meet monthly as a board and have so much to do and talk about we
seldom get it all done in 2 hours.
The party has much happening and as that continues through the year we need your participation.
We have the Events, Membership, Elections and Outreach Committees that all need you. Right
now the Membership Committee is putting their list of tasks together. Much to do there. The
Events Committee, after a very successful Pie Party, is finishing the details for the annual Thomas
Paine Dinner. The Outreach Committee goal is to identify like-minded groups in Door County we
can partner with for support and getting the word out.
Right now, all the work is being done by the board and handful of wonderful volunteers. We need
you! We need help getting our lists ready for the next round of elections.
Please call me, Kathleen (333-0185) and we will find a good match for your skills and time availability. Do you like to make calls? Is data input your thing? We would love your help. We are a
fun group to work with too.
I look forward to hearing from you. Thank you.
Kathleen Finnerty,
Chair, Democratic Party of Door County

Membership Matters
As a member of the Democratic Party of
Door County:
• You help select priority issues, set
policies, and adopt principles at the
county level. You influence changes
adopted in wake of the shocking 2016
Fall Elections.
• You are also a member of the Democratic Party of Wisconsin and of 8th
Congressional District Democratic
Party. You can participate in setting
policy and platforms, and attend their
annual conventions.

• You multiply the effect of your single
vote. Through your Door Dems membership, you enable programs to Get
Out The Vote (GOTV) and boost election campaigns of progressive candidates.
Join now, click the red button.
JOIN DOOR DEMS
Or, consider making a donation.
DONATE ON-LINE

Democratic Party of Door County
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What the Membership Committee Does

by Carol and Ron

The Membership commiKee currently consists of Carol Jensen-Olson Ron Maclean, Rebecca FredricksonLacrosse, Jus<n Anderson, CharoleKe Baierl, Markus RiKer and Cody Lacrosse.
The commiKee has responsibili<es for three somewhat separate components; Technology, Growing, and
Elec<on Resources. It is inevitable Membership will split into these components
TECHNOLOGY: covers the NewsleKer, Facebook, TwiKer, Website, Contact Database and tradi<onal media.
Ron, Rebecca assigned themselves to the technology por<on and are working on crea<ng data entry tools,
upda<ng social media, member/contact roster maintenance and assis<ng with the newsleKer.
ELECTION RESOURCE – is the VAN (Voter Ac<on Network) which provides walking and phone canvassing
lists for local and up-ballot elec<ons. Volunteers have noted these lists have been extremely outdated. The
VAN is in need of extensive maintenance. The CommiKee will cross check available resources to do the
maintenance.
GROWING- involves networking with special interest groups, raising awareness, reconnec<ng with people
while canvassing, partner building)Jus<n and Carol assigned themselves to the growing sec<on and will
work on aKrac<ng special interest groups to the Door County Democra<c Party’s general mee<ngs with the
hope of raising awareness and building partners. This group will also be reaching out to prospec<ve members and local oﬃcials who will be encouraged to speak, inform and encourage discussion at the general
mee<ngs.
Elec6ons are upcoming, our vision is ambi<ous and we are few...we would greatly appreciate your help
Together we can accomplish great things. If you see a component you would be interested in being a part
of or have ques<ons about any sec<on - please contact: Carol Jensen-Olson at 920-562-2838 or e-mail jenniegraham1313@gmail.com

What is A Grey Donkey Silent Auction anyway?:
The Grey Donkey Silent Auction was an integral part of the
Thomas Paine Dinner through 2013 and now it’s back. It is
a sale of things you have that are in fine condition but you
don’t want, don’t like, or don’t have room for, but are too
good to throw out. That is, great items to donate for use in a
fundraiser for the Democratic Party of Door County.
It really is a Grey (not white) Donkey auction. The darling
donkey in this picture (nearly life-sized) was donated to the
Silent Auction by JoAnn and Jeff Rosenfeld. Wouldn’t he/
she have been perfect for grandchildren? …… or in the
children’s play area of one of our local nonprofits? He/she
may still be available. Ask an officer.
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Calendar of Coming Events
APR 27 PROGRESSIVE SOCIAL 6-9 pm.
Starboard Brewing Company, 151 N
3rd Ave, Sturgeon Bay, Past members
and friends welcome. (see p. 1)
MAY 2 DPDC Executive Board meeting,
Sturgeon Bay Library, upper level,
6-8:00 pm, Current DPDC members
are welcome.
MAY 11 Thomas Paine Dinner, Door County
Fire Company, 5:00 pm (see p. 2)
JUN 2-3 Democratic Party of Wisconsin,
Annual Convention, Middleton, WI

JUN 7

“BACK 40 MINE” Event, 7:00 pm,
Speaker: Al Gedicks, location TBD
(see p. 1)
JUN 13 DPDC Executive Board meeting,
7 S 2nd Av, Sturgeon Bay, lower level,
6-8:00 pm, Current DPDC members
are welcome.
JUL 11 DPDC Executive Board meeting,
7 S 2nd Av, Sturgeon Bay, lower level,
6-8:00 pm, Current DPDC members
are welcome.
Aug 3 Annual Pot Luck Picnic, Sawyer
Park Pavillion, 4:00 pm

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Kathleen Finnerty, Chair
(920) 333-0185, FinnertyKathleen29@gmail.com

Justin Anderson, (920) 421-4730
andersonjustin4730@gmail.com

Dean Hoegger, Vice Chair
(920) 824-5127, dhoegger@centurytel.net

Trina Chaudoir, (920) 493-1196 chaudobaker@gmail.com

Kyle Chaudoir, Treasurer
(920) 493-1192

Richard Norton, (920) 246-4613
nortonwiseguy@gmail.com

Suzanne Holvenstot, Secretary
(920) 743-1089, suzscott7@icloud.com

Brittany Gartner, (920) 493-2113 gartnebm@gmail.com

Bill Perloff, (920) 839-9282, wperloff@me.com

Rebecca Fredrickson-Lacrosse
(920) 255-6771 becky.fredricksonlacrosse@gmail.com

Ron Maclean, IT Director
(920) 493-7657, ron.m@doordems.org

Carol Jensen-Olson 920 562-2838
jenniegraham1313@gmail.com

Charolette Baierl, (920) 495-7239
charolettebaierl@centurytel.net

Melissa Koepsel 920 854-9069
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