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NEWSLETTER
A busy month, January; new officers & directors began their terms (see page 9), DPW
Listening Session (p.5), full house at the Open House (p.1), Women’s March on Madison (p.
3) and Indivisible started (p.6). And now February with Citizens’ Water Lobby Day (p.4), the
Pie Party (p.2) and an Open House North (p.7)

OPEN HOUSE at Maker’s Space

by Justin Anderson

On Tuesday, January 31 the Democratic Party of Door County held an open house
event at the Door County Makers Space. It was an opportunity for everyone to come
together and refocus our energy during this time of change with its many opportunities
for political action. Long standing Democratic Party members, board members, and
folks eager to join the cause all gathered on Third Ave. in downtown Sturgeon Bay. A
large crowd (60+ people) showed up and discussed current events, the direction of the
party, and simply enjoyed good conversation. It was also an good opportunity to meet
some of the board’s newest members.
The event featured great refreshments, a craft table for making signs, and several
discussion tables. The topics covered at the tables were:
• Citizens Water Lobby
• Women’s March/issues
• community outreach

• membership
• comments, complaints, and suggestions
• “Indivisible” political action guide (page 6)

The board listened to a long list of ideas and concerns from party members. This has
always been important to us and continues to be an important part of our agenda for
2017. Many attendees stopped by the comments table to oﬀer their thoughts on what
they consider the most important issues facing the party. Here are three, out of a long
list, of the most common concerns:
• Uncontested elections
• gerrymandering
• education(both reform and general knowledge of civic involvement)
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SPECIAL THIS MONTH

11th Annual Pie Party
About DAVID BOWEN:
David Bowen became the
youngest member of the
Milw aukee County Boar d in
2012, one of the youngest blac k
of ficials in Milw aukee histor y.
Known for his activist wor k
thr oughout the city, he is also a
nationally r eco gnized tr ainer for
inter gener ational community
impr ovement str ate gies, ser ving
on the Medical Colle ge of
Wisconsin’s Violence Pr e vention
Initiative Steering Committee
and Milw aukee’s Homicide
Re vie w Commission.

The Annual Pie Party will
have a new look this year,
at a new location. The Old
Opera House on Oak Street
(f/k/a Andre's, BennyDz).
Join us your pie and/or your
donation and enjoy a
fabulous array of pie
samplings as well as participate in the Pie-in-the-Sky auction of pies that are either
homemade, professional, imaginative, spectacular exotic, or all of the above. There
will be music, a free flow of conversation and ideas, as well as a message from the
dynamic David Bowen. You will leave well-fed, stimulated, and encouraged about
the future and your role in it.
Democratic Party of Door County
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Women's March Impressions

by Trina Chaudoir

On January 21st, 2017 worldwide people took to the streets for the Women's March,
demonstrating their discontent after the inauguration of Donald Trump. The United States
held 676 protests in different cities. Madison, Wisconsin had the second most populated
event per capita at 41%, second only to Washington D.C. A bus carrying 52 people arrived
to join the crowd in Madison to represent the Door County area. People reserved their seats
for the trip on the Babler bus on Facebook, thanks to the organizational skills of Dawn
Patel and Kathleen Finnerty. The Democratic Party of Door County Donated $300 to this
cause.
The streets downtown Madison were so crowded, that as the actual marching of the
event was intended to take place at noon, people were not able to depart from the Library
Mall until some groups took an alternate route to walk to the Capitol building about an
hour later. Signage primarily focusing on women's issues also leaned to a vast array of
topics, such as racial inequalities, concern for immigrants, LGBTQ community concerns,
and devious politicians. Once arriving at the Capitol, inspiration was invoked from

speeches made by State Senator Lena Taylor, Sagashus Levingston, Abigail Swetz,
Alderman Maurice Cheeks, Grisel Tapia, Darla Lannert, United States Representative Mark
Pocan, and the organizer of the march, Ali Muldrow.
Experienced activists successfully imparted their guidance and wisdom of nonviolent
disparagement. No incidents of violence were reported relating to the Women's March on
Madison according to the Madison Police Department.
At a disconcerting time, it is very heartening to experience so many people uniting
with such integrity.
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500+ Citizens Lobby Legislators with Water Concerns
Citizens’ Water Lobby Day brought five DPDC board members and citizens from all across
Wisconsin to the capitol to lobby legislators to do more to protect the waters of the state.
The event was hosted by the Sustain Rural Wisconsin Network and supported by an
anonymous donor who funded the five buses to Madison.
Upon arrival Senator Chris Larson
coached the citizen lobbyists how to
meet with legislators and effectively
deliver their concerns. Some citizens
were concerned about the unrestrained
expansion of concentrated animal
feeding operations (CAFOs) while more
local waterways are being identified as
impaired and more groundwater is
unsafe to drink. Other water quality
concerns included effects from mining and water pollution trading. Quantity of water was
also a huge concern for those living with the effects of permitting high capacity wells
without looking at the cumulative effects of these wells.
Of local concern, Assembly District 1 Representative Joel Kitchens heard complaints about
the effects of manure spreading from expanding CAFOs in his district. He stated that it will
be very unlikely the legislature would put caps on CAFO expansions; he did note that
making spreading regulations tougher could limit these
expansions. Senator Frank Lasee from District 1 was found
in his office by this writer, providing a rare opportunity for a
one-on-one with the senator. He agreed that having a
minimum of three feet of soil over limestone bedrock for
liquid manure spreading seemed reasonable.
Another opportunity for organized lobbying will be on
March 29 when the League of Conservation Voters will host
Conservation Lobby Days: http://conservationvoters.org/
conservation-lobby-day-2017/. Email
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org if you are interested in
carpooling to a bus stop in Green Bay.
Ci#zens’ Water Lobby Day brought lobbyists of all ages
Democratic Party of Door County
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DPW Listening to “It Must Get Better”

by Allin Walker

Martha Lanning PROMISES “It will get better!”Board Chair Kathleen Finnerty, Treasurer Kyle Chaudoir,
Director Justin Anderson and I attended a regional
Democratic Party of Wisconsin feedback session last month
with DPW Chair Martha Lanning.
About 25 of us from NE Wisconsin attended including 8th CD
and Brown County Dems Chair Mary Ginnebaugh. Together
all of us delivered a unanimous “It must get better!” to
Martha including how resources are allocated, how
candidates are supported, how staff relate to county party
volunteers, messaging, and giving meaning to the word
COORDINATED in the promise of having a coordinated campaign.
Martha shared how the coordinated campaign is coordinated and funded which have an
impact on how they are run. We local folks said based on what she was promising, if another
staff person was sent to our counties with the same expectations as in the past, they could
expect to be tarred and feathered and taken out of town on a fence rail. Those of us from
Door left feeling she got the message.

Call For Volunteers
WANTED PHONE CALLERS
Help reconnect with members whose
email address has changed. Work at
home. Choose your own hours. Calling
script and list provided. No training
required. You are needed NOW.
Call Ron at 920-493-7657

WANTED Committee Members
You can help. Its your choice. Serve on:
• Event Committee
• Membership Committee
• Recruiting Committee
Call Kathleen at 920-333-0185 or Ron at
920-493-7657

Door Dems is an organization of volunteers. If a volunteer doesn’t do it, it doesn’t happen.

DID YOU KNOW?

You can now r ene w your member ship on-line at:

http://www.door dems.or g/connections/member ship/
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Introducing Autumn Linsmeier of Wisconsin Progress
February 9 Board member Carol Jensen-Olson and I had the pleasure of meeting Autumn
Linsmeier the NE Regional Candidates’ Services Manager for Wisconsin Progress. Mimi
Dobbins, Chair of the Kewaunee County Dems and Lynn Utesch were also there.
Autumn is from the Manitowoc area and now lives in Oshkosh. She listened intently to how
we felt last year’s campaign could have been better coordinated especially in the way
volunteers were trained, supported and deployed. She proved to be a good listener then
reacted with ideas Wisconsin Progress has on how to implement changes before the 2018
elections. She is especially interested in putting together a meeting of people considering
running for elected office at every level and potential campaign staff.
Watch for more news about that opportunity. We invited her to come to all the upcoming
DP-DC events.

Famous Quote

Humor for the Day

"She was warned.
She was given an explanation.
Nevertheless, she persisted."
So must we all.
Hillary Clinton, Feb 2017
The most common way people give up
their power is by thinking they don’t
have any.
Alice Walker, novelist/poet/activist

“INDIVISIBLE” Comes To Door County
Two groups have formed and are hard at it. The contact for the Northern Door is Judy Brodd
at judy@thelittlecottage.com. Those in and around Sturgeon Bay can contact Cal Holvenstot
at calico007@yahoo.com or Pam Harvey-Jacobs at phj1765@centurytel.net. Each group
quickly grew to 40 participants and are still growing.
You don’t know about Indivisible? It is a most effective way to influence your law maker.
Look it up at https://www.indivisibleguide.com/. Download the Guide and get involved.
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OPEN HOUSE - NORTH

Save the Date
When: Tuesday, March 14
Starting Time: 6:00 PM

Where: Birchwood Lodge, Sister Bay
Hey, all of you Democrats in Northern Door! Please join the Democratic Party of
Door County for an open house event in your neck of the woods! Meet your local board
members to discuss political action, community outreach, membership, and political/social
issues that are important in your community. The Northern part of the county has its own
unique issues and concerns. Find out how you can get involved and take action in your
community. Watch for a official announcement soon.
(This is also a second chance for all those who missed the January 31st event)

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR
We have a dynamic year in front us and we are off to an enthusiastic start. We have a great
Board of Directors working hard to give more visibility to the Democratic Party county
wide, and more support to existing organizations who deal with issues that are important
to us.
The January Open House in Sturgeon Bay was extremely successful and gave us
information on directions to follow in the following year. We look forward to a Northern
Door Open House in March.
If there are any members out there who would be interested in inputting information and
making calls to folks on our lists, we could use your help. We are making an effort to get
our records in order and finding out where our members and volunteers interests lie. Call
me if you would like to help: 333-0185.
Thank You for supporting The Door County Democratic Party
Kathleen Finnerty,
Chair, Democratic Party of Door County
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CAFO’s and Your Land

By Dean Hoegger

Agricultural Land Owners Hold Control over Lands They Rent to Others
If you are renting land to agricultural interests, whether the nearby family farm or the
concentrated animal feeding operation miles away, you have control over the lands that you
own. Specifying what happens on your land, including limits on liquid manure spreading can
be done with land lease restrictions. A lease example can be found at http://
map.co.door.wi.us/swcd/
Wisconsin courts have determined that landowners hold a degree of liability from actions
that occur on the lands they rent to others. When nutrient management plans can allow the
equivalent of 120 tankers of manure spread on only 40 acres, clearly restrictions are an
important consideration for land owners.
Keeping a mix of grasses on your lands, using rotational grazing methods, is one of the best
ways to protect ground and surface waters from runoff of manure. A free workshop on this
topic may be of interest to agricultural land owners. “Improving Your Farm’s Bottom Line
with Managed Grazing” will be held on February 22, at UWGB. Further information on this
event can be obtained by emailing contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org

Door and Kewaunee County Residents Concerned about CAFO Expansion
A hearing for the permit renewal and expansion for S&S Ag Enterprises LLC, Door County
will be held on March 2, 9:00 AM, Forestville Town Hall, 7705 Co Rd H. This renewal permit
would allow for an expansion from 6820 animal units to 10,230 animal units for this
southern Door County concentrated animal feeding operation (CAFO).
This expansion is of great concern as the fields the CAFO uses for manure spreading are
located in the Ahnapee River or the Sugar Creek River watershed, both phosphorus impaired
waterways. The owners of S & S have recently not shown a willingness to cooperate with the
Door County Soil and Water Conservation Office, especially for working with the department
to identify the farms manure spreading in areas that do not meet the minimum requirement
of 24 inches to bedrock. Many studies show that even 24 inches is insufficient to protect
ground water in karst areas of Door County.
Citizens choosing to speak at the hearing or submit comment should know that the only
issue that the DNR will consider will be inadequacies of the nutrient management plan.
Concern over whether fields meet the minimum of 24 inches would be an example.
Residents could also request the DNR complete an Environmental Impact Statement before
issuing the permit.
Here's the link to view further information about the permit:
Public participation procedures are detailed in: NR 203, Wis. Adm. Code [PDF, exit DNR].
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Executive Board:

Calendar of Coming Events

Kathleen Finnerty, Chair
(920) 333-0185,
FinnertyKathleen29@gmail.com
Dean Hoegger, Vice Chair
(920) 824-5127, dhoegger@centurytel.net
Kyle Chaudoir, Treasurer
(920) 493-1192
Suzanne Holvenstot, Secretary
(920) 743-1089, suzscott7@icloud.com
Bill Perloff, (920) 839-9282,
wperloff@me.com
Ron Maclean, IT Director
(920) 493-7657, ron.m@doordems.org
Charolette Baierl, (920) 495-7239
charolettebaierl@centurytel.net

FEBRUARY

9 THU - Exec. Board 6-8:00 pm,
Sturgeon Bay Library,
upper level

19 THU - Pie Party, 2:30-5 pm,
The Olde Opera House
Sturgeon Bay

Marybeth Mattson, (920) 256-1873
mb.dcmusic@gmail.com

MARCH

Justin Anderson, (920) 421-4730
andersonjustin4730@gmail.com

9 THU - Exec. Board 6-8:00 pm,

Trina Chaudoir, (920) 493-1196
chaudobaker@gmail.com

Sturgeon Bay Library,
upper level

Richard Norton, (920) 246-4613
nortonwiseguy@gmail.com
Brittany Gartner, (920) 493-2113
gartnebm@gmail.com
Rebecca Fredrickson-Lacrosse
(920) 255-6771
becky.fredricksonlacrosse@gmail.com
Carol Jensen-Olson 920 562-2838
jenniegraham1313@gmail.com
Melissa Koepsel 920 854-9069
melissawolfkoepsel@gmail.com

14 TUE - Open House North, 6 pm,
Birchwood Lodge,
Sister Bay

23 THU - Gen'l Meeting 7-8:30 pm,
topic/location TBD

Democratic Party of Door County

