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Pre-Election Newsletter, October 2014
Upcoming Events
NOVEMBER
ELECTION DAY - VOTE!
Nov 4
Polls are open 7 AM-8 PM
Results watch gathering
Nov 4
h o s t e d b y Ta m m y
Sternard, Stone Harbor,
107 N 1st Ave, 7:00 - ?.
Hors d’oeuvres served,
cash bar
Nov 13 DPDC Executive Board
meeting, Sturgeon Bay
Library, 107 S. 4th Ave.,
6:00-7:30 PM. Current
(2014) DPDC members
are welcome.
Nov 27 DPDC monthly membership meeting, Sturgeon
Bay Library, 107 S. 4th
Ave., upper level, 7:00
PM. Program TBA.

Digest of Contents
Page 2: Our Candidates
Page 3:
● How Will We Win? The key role of
GOTV
● Read between the lines. Chair
Cohn follows the money.
Page 4: Privatization of public
schools. Estella Lauter exposes the
insidious attack.
Page 5:
● Membership matters.
● Election night gathering. Tammy
Sternard hosting.

VOTE
The most important thing you can do on November 4th (or during the week
before) is VOTE. The second most important thing is to get someone else to vote
as well.
The list of strong Democratic candidates follows on page 2. This election gives
us the chance to reverse some of the most egregious actions of Scott Walker and
the Republican-controlled legislature. For more on this, see the article on page 3.
Remember that photo ID is NOT required for this election. Not yet registered?
No problem. You can register this week through Friday at the City/Town Clerk’s
oﬃce, or on election day at the polls. You will need some proof of residence - a
utility bill, or a current driver’s license for example. More details are at gab.wi.gov.
Authorized and paid for by the Democratic Party of Door County

To reach us: DCDems@me.com, on the web at www.doordems.org, or PO Box 863, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
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Candidates’ Corner: Support our Democratic Candidates

RON GRUETT
Candidate for the 8th Congressional District
GruettforCongress.com

MARY BURKE
Candidate for Governor
burkeforwisconsin.com

DEAN DEBROUX
Candidate for State Senate District 1
www.debrouxforsenate.com/

JOHN LEHMAN
Candidate for Lieutenant Governor
www.lehman4ltgov.org

JOE MAJESKI
Candidate for Assembly District 1
www.joemajeskifor1stassembly.com

SUSAN HAPP
Candidate for Attorney General
www.susanhappforwisconsin.com

Please join hosts

Mary and Roy Thilly

and co-hosts
otte Lukes, Ed and Sandy Miller, Mike and Judy Brodd,
Stefan Peters, Rich and Sandra Dirks, and Peggy Lott
at a fundraising event to support

Joe Majeski

LT. TAMMY STERNARD
Candidate for Door County Sheriﬀ
www.sternard4sheriﬀ.com

Candidate in the1st Assembly District

DAVE SARTORI
Candidate for State Treasurer
www.badgersfordavesartori.com
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How Will We Win?
The future of Wisconsin is at stake. The last
four years have seen Walker Republicans attacking
our public education system, public employee
unions, women’s health and equality in the
workplace, local control of air and water quality,
access to aﬀordable health insurance, and the right
to vote.
It is time to “throw the rascals out” and restore
“the Wisconsin idea” where people come first, and
government acts on behalf of the people, not
special interests.
How can we do this on November 4th? There
are three major elements:
1. Strong candidates. The lineup on page 2
displays diversity of backgrounds and experience,
from Mary Burke’s job creation building Trek
Bicycle, to Dean DeBroux’s 20 year experience in
special education and army reserve. These
candidates have the competence and the ability to
work with others to “get the job done”.
2. Right on the issues. Our candidates are true
progressives who will work to restore adequate
support of our public schools, UW and the

technical colleges, ensure equality of women in the
workplace, remove the degrading imposition of
politicians’ control of women’s personal health care
decisions, and prevent out-of-state industries to
overrule local control of precious air and water
resources.
3. GOTV. The right candidates and issues have
brought the campaigns even with our opponents.
To win we must Get Out The Vote, and mobilize
those Democrats who normally don’t vote in nonpresidential elections.
We have mobilized volunteers to knock on
doors, make phone calls, for three-hour shifts out
of the 96 hours from Saturday through Tuesday. It
is critical that we do everything we can to motivate
Democrats to actually go to the polls and vote.
Can you help? Call Andrew Farrar at
262-364-9918, or by email andrewf@wisdems.org.
We need canvassers and phone-bankers, and if
you can’t do either of these, bring food to the Party
oﬃce (62 S. 3rd Ave) to support other volunteers. If
you can canvass, dress warmly.

From Where I Sit, Message from the Chair:

You Don’t Need to Wear Glasses to Read Between the Lines
According to the
campaign finance
watchdog
group
Wisconsin Democracy
Campaign, members of
the health insurance
industry donated over
$1.27 million to Gov.
Walker from 2009 through
Chair Garrett Cohn
2013.
Wisconsin Democracy Campaign President
Mike McCabe adds that is close to seven times
more than the $183,196 Gov. Jim Doyle got from
the same industry from 2005 to 2010.
Citizen Action of Wisconsin claims there is a
direct correlation between those donations and the
Governor's rejection of the federal Medicaid
expansion. Here’s how it works.
The Governor chose to cover all adults whose
income is at or below the federal poverty level
(FPL) on BadgerCare+, Wisconsin's primary
Medicaid insurance program. He then refused
federal funding to expand coverage for those
whose incomes fall between 100 and 133 percent
of FPL, which meant over 87,000 people were
kicked off of BadgerCare+ (220 in Kewaunee
County, 343 in Door County).
While some of those people ended up taking
employer-sponsored health insurance, Citizen

Action estimates over 72,000 are only eligible for
private insurance through the federal marketplace.
Citizen Action estimates the insurance industry
could benefit by as much as $350 million each
year from rejecting Medicaid expansion. Much of
that money would come from the federal
government, because those kicked off BadgerCare
qualify for the highest level of tax credits to help
pay for private insurance premiums in the federal
marketplace.
If Governor Walker had accepted the federal
expansion of Medicaid, those people would still be
covered under BadgerCare+.
Citizen Action officials believe there's no doubt
Gov. Walker made his decision to benefit the
insurance companies who donated to his
campaign.
McCabe says the public isn't privy to what
lobbying activities prompted this decision, but he
believes that campaign records and end result
speak for themselves, especially because public
opinion was not on the Governor's side.
"When you look at what the public can see, it's
just not plausible to think that one isn't connected to
the other," said McCabe. Polls on the issue have
consistently shown Wisconsin voters want the state
to accept the expansion of Medicaid benefits.
(Excerpted)from)WKOW.com)news)release)10/13/14)
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My take on it, by Estella Lauter

Public Schools: Another Reason to Get Out the Vote on November 4th
In case you hadn’t
noticed, Wisconsin is
on the brink of losing
its public schools.
Walker and his
cronies have been
pushing a “voucher”
system that allows
virtually anyone to
open a school and
receive public funding
Estella Lauter
for it. Private schools
are not accountable to a school board or to the the
WI Department of Education as public schools are.
Teachers may be chosen without reference to state
requirements for certification.
Voucher schools take money from the pool for
public education, making it harder for the public
schools to meet basic goals related to class size
and infrastructure. There is no evidence that they
meet the needs of students or the objectives of
mass testing any better than public schools do.
W h e n t h e y d o s h o w s i g n i fi c a n t s t u d e n t
improvement, it may be because the students who
didn’t improve dropped out (attrition is apparently a
problem that has not yet received suﬃcient
scrutiny). Teacher turnover is as high as 30% a
year for some private networks.
Private schools may close abruptly if they fail to
make a profit, as we saw in Green Bay this fall. Any
o n e o f t h e s e a rg u m e n t s a g a i n s t f u r t h e r
development of a voucher system ought to be
persuasive; any one of these conditions may
adversely aﬀect the education of someone you
know. (N.B. Voucher schools usually diﬀer from
Charter schools in that they are NOT part of the
public system, but the private industry often calls
its product “charter schools.” )
The strongest argument against the spread of
voucher schools, however, is one that is just
beginning to surface in Mary Burke’s campiagn.
She said this week that she will spend the
remainder of her time until 4 November on the road
visiting cities and towns across the state where the
loss of a public school would mean a serious
reversal of economic stability.
This is something I have feared ever since my
last trip to upstate New York in 2011. As we drove
through town after town across the middle of the
state, I saw how few industries were left, so that
the largest (and sometimes the only) employer in
town was the public school. Think about the
eﬀects of closing Sevastopol High School, or about
closing the elementary schools that feed Sturgeon
Bay High or Southern Door—not just the eﬀects on
the students but also on the economy.

Ah, you say, but surely these schools would be
replaced by private schools that Gov. Walker
would support with taxes. And why should we
worry? Surely the voucher movement will not
spread beyond the big cities. Think again, dear
reader, and take a look at the set of articles on
“Saving Public Schools” in The Nation (Oct. 13,
2014).
Perhaps the most jarring of these articles from
my point of view is “The Last Teacher” by Gordon
Lafer, who begins with George Bush’s decision
after Katrina to oﬀer $45 million in tax revenue to
New Orleans for the development of private
schools to replace the public system.
Lafer comments, “What was accomplished by
a hurricaine in New Orleans is being pursued
elsewhere by legislation” (30) in Tennessee,
Michigan and Wisconsin. And because the voucher
schools emphasize technology at the expense of
human teachers,
Lafer adds that “what slum clearance did for
the real estate industry in the 1960s and 70s, high
stakes testing will do for the [voucher] industry:
wipe away large swaths of public schools, enabling
private operators to grow...twenty or thirty schools
at a time” (31).
For example, Rocketship Education, with a
significant presence in Milwaukee, cuts costs by
placing students in computer labs from
kindergarten on for at least ¼ of their time in
school (to be increased to ½); they rely on young,
inexperienced teachers; they focus narrowly on
reading and math; and they teach relentlessly to
the test (31).
Model legislation from ALEC (passed in five
states) requires that allocations for virtual studies
be the same as for programs with teachers, so
much of the money received from taxes goes to
purchasing digital products. Rocketship is a socalled non-profit company, but it is funded by
Silicon Valley venture capitalists who are the
primary investors in DreamBox Learning, a forprofit company.
Although the Department of Public Instruction
concluded in 2013 that DreamBox had “no
discernible eﬀect” on student achievement in
Math, Rocketship cannot aﬀord to jump that ship
for fear of losing its backers (32). Rocketship is
supported by the Metropolitan Milwaukee
Association of Commerce (MMAC), which in turn
supported a bill that would allow companies like
this to expand in WI, and Lafer warns that their
intent is to grow “indefinitely, until there are no
more public schools to conquer” (33).
(Continued on page 5)
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Public Schools, continued from page 4
He quotes Rocketship co-founder saying that we
should not worry about voucher schools getting
the best students; “we’re going to educate all of
the students, so there’s nothing left to skim” (33).
This is not the kind of education I want for my
grandchildren, and not the kind of education that
the company owners and members of MMAC
secure for their children.
Lafer says, Wisconsin’s top ten elementary
schools … look nothing like Rocketship’s: they
have twice as many licensed teachers per student;
oﬀer music, art, libraries, foreign languages and

guidance counselors; and provide classes that are
taught in person by experienced teachers (33).
Furthermore, this trend would be an economic
disaster for many towns and small cities across the
state. Even if they could attract a private company
to come in, they would soon find most of the tax
dollars spent on their voucher school in the
pockets of CEOs and stock holders of digital
learning companies from elsewhere.
Please get out the vote for Burke, DeBroux,
Majeski, and anyone else who will help to stop this
economic hurricane from damaging more of
Wisconsin’s towns and cities.

Membership Matters

Election Results Gathering

It is not necessary to join the DPDC in order to
volunteer, but it provides several additional
opportunities. As a member, you can influence the
direction the Party takes, and ensure that issues
you think important are considered.
As a member of the Door Dems you are also a
member of the Democratic Party of Wisconsin,with
a a voice in the DPW.
Our membership dues help to keep the Party
operating and pay for oﬃce, internet access and
other expenses.
To join, just print and complete the form bellow,
and send it with your check to the PO Box shown
on the form. We won’t allow financial constraints to
prevent your joining the Door Dems. If this is a
concern, please contact Bill Perloﬀ (920-839-9282
or wperloﬀ@me.com) and we’ll work out a
satisfactory arrangement.

Join host Tammy Sternard and Democratic
friends at Stone Harbor (107 N 1st Avenue) to
watch election results and enjoy good fellowship election night, Tuesday, November 4th
from 7:00 PM to ?.
Hors d’oeuvres will be served, and a cash
bar will be available.
Come and cheer on our hard-working
candidates.

✓

or Renew
Yes, I’ll Join the Democratic Party and Help Democrats Win!
^

Name(s)

Address
City/State

Sign me up for:
☐ $10 Senior/student/limited income
☐ $20 Two seniors/students/limited incomes
☐ $25 Individual general membership
☐ $35 Pairs (includes 2 memberships)
☐ $45 Activist family (includes up to 3 memberships)
☐ $75 Family supporters (includes all family mem’s)

This is a ☐ Cell Phone ☐ Home Phone

I would also like to join:
☐ American Indian Caucus
☐ Latino/Hispanic Caucus
☐ Rural Caucus
☐ Women’s Caucus

Email

☐ I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

Zip
Phone

County: DOOR

☐ Black Caucus
☐ LGTB Caucus
☐ Veterans’ Caucus

Return to: Democratic Party of Door County
P.O. Box 863
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

