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Tammy Baldwin in Sturgeon Bay April 19th

Senator Tammy Baldwin will be in Sturgeon Bay for a 
“meet-and-greet” session at the Fire Company, upper 
level, 38 S 3rd Ave on Tuesday, August 19th, from 5:30 - 
7:00 PM. 

This is neither a fund raiser, nor a town hall meeting. 
Tammy wants to shake your hand and thank you for your 
support.

Our local Democratic candidates, Tammy Sternard for 
Sheriff, Joe Majeski for Assembly, Dean DeBroux for State 
Senate, Ron Gruett for 8th CD seat, will also attend.

This event will be a wonderful opportunity to meet 
Senator Baldwin as well as our local candidates, get 
answers to your questions and learn about volunteer 
opportunities for supporting the Coordinated Campaign to elect our outstanding 
candidates. 

Following Senator Baldwin’s event, there will be a 30 minute training session for  
new and continuing volunteers (from 7:00 - 7:30 PM).

Senator Baldwin
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preserve their clean air and water, where women 
are free to make their own health care decisions, 
and where elections are not purchased by wealthy 
outside interests.

She was interrupted by enthusiastic applause 
multiple times.

Taking turns in addressing the crowd were 
State Senator Dave Hansen, and Dottie LeClair, 
Chair of the 8th CD Democratic Party, along with 
our Door County Democratic candidates: Ron 
Gruett, 8th Congressional District seat; Dean 
DeBroux, State Senate District 1; Joe Majeski, 
Assembly District 1; Tammy Sternard, Door County 
Sheriff. Jon Richards, candidate for nomination for 
Attorney General also spoke.

Mary Burke is the “real deal”. That was the 
consensus of the 130 enthusiastic Democrats at 
the Door Dems Annual Picnic at Sawyer Park on 
July 17th.

Ms. Burke, Democratic Candidate for Governor, 
came to meet, greet, listen and share her vision for 
a Wisconsin where people work together to solve 
problems rather than be divisive. Where common 
sense solutions prevail, and a well thought-out 
approach to revitalizing our state’s economy will 
succeed without denying public servants the right 
to bargain collectively. (See the article by Estella 
Lauter on page 4) Where we have mining 
regulations based on preserving our precious 
environment, where communities have the right to 
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Burke Headlines Successful DPDC Picnic

Ms. Burke with Joe MajeskiDean DeBroux

Some of the attentive crowd.
Note the “Thank a Democrat” tee shirt, 

available at the Party office, $15.

Ms. Burke with Tammy Sternard and FamilyRita Brandt gives Ms. Burke some advice

Ron Gruett



JOE MAJESKI
Candidate for Assembly District 1

www.joemajeskifor1stassembly.com 
Our 1st Assembly 

c a m p a i g n h a s b e e n 
somewhat quiet lately as 
the Republicans struggled 
to choose their candidate.  
Rest assured, we have 
been working hard to raise 
the dollars to get our 
message out, knocking on 
doors, walking parades, 
debating our opponents, 
a t t end ing commun i t y 
meetings and organizing our volunteers.

We are making an impact. J. T Pelt, Kewaunee 
County Times  editor, recently penned "Joe 
Majeski, who will be   formidable opponent...has 
shown that Kewaunee County matters". Also, 
please view the LWV Candidate forum where I 
promoted our message of responsible government.

We have been able to contact over 3000 
households in the district and we are just getting 
warmed up! Please help us by getting involved.

TAMMY STERNARD
Candidate for Door County Sheriff

www.sternard4sheriff.com 
Here we are at late 

summer already, I can’t 
believe how the time is 
flying by. I have been 
spending a lot of time out 
m e e t i n g p e o p l e a n d 
fi n d i n g o u t w h a t ’ s 
important to them. I have 
really met some great 
people and the support is 
t r u l y a m a z i n g a n d 
humbling.

M y f u n d r a i s i n g 
committee has worked 
hard on a couple of events. Our first event took 
place on August 7th at the Chanticleer Guest 
House.   There was great food, music and an 
opportunity to meet me. If you’re interested in 
attending future events, please contact Maryann at 
920-743-4392.

Again, I believe strongly in meet and greet 
events, it would be my honor to attend events 
individuals or groups would be willing to host. 

Now that the primary election is over, I am 
looking forward to the campaign. I would ask for 
your support in the campaign; together I know we 
can make this happen.

[Editor’s  note: Below is  a brief update from each of 
our Door County Democratic campaigns  every 
month to give you a chance to follow their progress 
and get involved as a volunteer and/or contributor.]

RON GRUETT
Candidate for the 8th Congressional District

GruettforCongress.com
How did I spend my 

summer? Three months, 
close to 4,000 driven miles 
and over 20 miles just 
walking parades getting out 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t m y 
campaign, the issues such 
as the opposition’s work 
towards gut t ing Soc ia l 
Security and Medicare – 
programs that we have paid 
into – not a “government 
handout”.

Thank you for all of your support and 
encouragement.   Together WE CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE!   But I need your continued support  
– talk with your friends, family and neighbors – let 
them know that someone is out there fighting for 
them.   Please take the time to check out my 
website – www.gruettforcongress.com.   See you 
on the campaign trail!

DEAN DEBROUX
Candidate for State Senate District 1

www.debrouxforsenate.com/
Everywhere I go, people 

are excited about the 
campaign. We are running a 
strong grass roots campaign 
against a well-funded tea 
party favorite, but with hard 
work and support from many 
people, we out raised Frank 
Lasee 3 to 1 in July.  

One thing I have learned 
over the years is that 
Wisconsin works best when 
Wisconsin works together. Over the next three 
months I will bring my message to the working 
people of Northeast Wisconsin.

Northeast Wisconsin is a great place to live, 
work and raise a family, but our future depends on 
our ability to give working people the freedom to 
buy a home, pay for college and ensure a secure 
retirement.  As your Senator, that is what I will fight 
for.
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Our Candidates’ Corner

Please join hosts
Mary and Roy Thilly

and co-hosts 
Roy and Charlotte Lukes, Ed and Sandy Miller,  Mike and Judy Brodd, 

Glenna and Stefan Peters, Rich and Sandra Dirks, and Peggy Lott
at a fundraising event to support

Joe Majeski
Candidate in the1st Assembly District

Thursday, June 19th
4 PM to 6 PM

At the Thilly Family Home
8792 Cana Cove Rd

Baileys Harbor, WI 54202
(the house right adjacent to the Cana Island Lighthouse parking lot)

Minimum suggested contribution: $50
All contributions are accepted.

Please send contributions to: 
Joe Majeski 1st Assembly

PO Box 22
Baileys Harbor, WI 54202

Or support the campaign online at:
www.JoeMajeskiFor1stAssembly.com

Authorized and Paid for by Joe Majeski 1st Assembly, Patrick Veeser Treasurer.

For additional information or directions, email majeskiforassembly@gmail.com

Joe Majeski

Tammy Sternard

Dean DeBroux

Ron Gruett
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● If WI had just kept pace with the rest of the 
country, our economy would now be $1.9 
billion larger.

● There is a $4,000 wage gap between WI and 
the national mean annual wage.

● We exported fewer goods abroad in 2013 than 
in 2012. If exports had grown at the national 
average, we would now have 5000 more jobs.

● We lag behind neighboring states in capital 
investment in new ventures. The CAPCO 
program (“state-certified capital companies”) 
begun under Walker spent $50 million to create 
just 202 jobs ($247,000 per job).

● WI ranks 49th in new business starts.
● In 2012 and 2013, we ranked in the top 12 

states for out-migration.
● We receive only 80-90 cents in federal 

spending for every dollar we send to 
Washington, making us 41st in federal funding.
Memorize these figures to shift the focus from 

complaints that Trek, to a lesser extent than other 
bicycle companies, gets some of its parts from 
overseas.

Then we need to know the strategies: 1) 
organize economic development around clusters; 
2) close the degree gap; 3) invest in entrepreneurs; 
4) re-position WI in the global marketplace; 5) 
create a climate to foster and keep a high-quality 
workforce.

The idea of cluster development is at the heart 
of the plan and it takes many forms: identification 
of sectors that have a high rank in the U.S. (as 
opposed to funding friends of the Koch brothers); 
partnerships among companies, among all the 
parts of an industry, between researchers and 
entrepreneurs and in workforce training; creation of 
an infrastructure (hubs, centers of excellence, etc.); 
creation of a Governor’s Cluster Leadership 
Council.

As Burke said in her stump speech, she is 
good at sitting down with people with whom she 
does not agree and finding common ground that 
will allow a project to go forward. So it is not 
surprising that she would envision the possibility of 
bringing together many moving parts of an 
economy to make sure that they are working not 
only for the advantage of the individual part but 
also for the whole.

We cannot memorize all of the steps she has 
laid out to achieve these strategic goals, but we 
can explain to others the logic of her plan.

The key word throughout this amazing 
document is “leverage.” As a noun, it refers to the 
mechanical advantage gained by using a lever. 

(Continued on page 5)

When she spoke 
in Door County in 
July, Mary Burke said 
t h a t w h i l e S c o t t 
Walker campaigned 
on the idea that he 
would create 250,000 
jobs in Wisconsin, he 
had only a two-page 
plan for accomplish-
ing his goal, so it 
should be no surprise 
to voters that he has not succeeded.

By contrast, Burke has released a 37-page plan 
called “Invest for Success” with an analysis of what 
has to change in Wisconsin’s economy, five main 
strategies for success, twenty-three specific steps 
for realizing those strategies and many “metrics” 
for measuring success.*

She should win on the strength of this plan. It is 
brilliant and clearly stated. It seems very likely to 
work. The political reality, however, is that in this 
era of tweets and soundbites, Democrats are going 
to have to explain it to voters and defend it against 
the slurs that will be used to undermine it. If ever 
there was a reason for coffees, breakfasts and 
house party discussions, this is it. 

Burke presents her plan as a business model—
a “playbook” she will use as Governor to 
“strengthen Wisconsin’s economy and the middle 
class” (p. 1). Thus, she does not couch it in the 
usual political terms and she deliberately avoids 
the hot buttons.

This is a potential problem for Dems because 
we tend to underestimate our historical strength as 
economic leaders, when in fact the U.S. economy 
has consistently done better under us than under 
Republicans since 1910 (see Eric Zuesse, They’re 
Not Even Close: The Democratic vs. Republican 
Economic Records, 1910-2010). In addition, the 
other side will be free to tease out her democratic 
concerns for low-income communities, equal pay 
for women, gay rights, research in the “life 
sciences” or immigrant entrepreneurs to draw 
attention away from the plan to some dire 
implication they cook up.

They will also try to undermine her excellent 
ideas for reviving small farms, supporting small 
businesses, and realigning education with 
economic realities. So our job is cut out for us.  

We must be able to rattle off the reasons why 
Wisconsin must change its economic strategies:
● Jobs in WI have grown at only half the rate of 

the rest of the country. We are 35th in job 
creation. We are still 72,000 jobs short of where 
we were when Burke was Commerce Secretary.
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My take on it, by Estella Lauter
Mary Burke: Invest for Success

Estella Lauter



residents are trained to fulfill the needs for workers 
at these institutions. 

Maybe the most impressive credential Burke 
exhibits in this lengthy plan, aside from her obvious 
business acumen and her highly developed skills 
as a leader and administrator, is her willingness to 
listen to us. She says at the outset “I want 
feedback and input into the plan . . . so that we 
can strengthen and update it along the way” (p. 1).

Instead of spending her time courting the 
national press and out-of-state billionaires, Burke 
has been thinking hard about how to improve 
Wisconsin’s economy so that we can sustain the 
traditions that once made us great. She will stay 
focused on this task as Governor.

We owe it to her not only to give her our 
feedback, but to promote her plan to the extent of 
our ability. The alternative is too grim to 
contemplate. 

* To see the complete document, go to 
burkeforwisconsin.com/the-issues/#jobs, scroll 
down and click on “View Mary’s full jobs plan here”

Here it becomes a verb. The lever is usually 
something WI already does well, such as a 
research center with a national reputation, or an 
economic sector that is ranked highly in the U.S., 
or our geographical position on two of the Great 
Lakes, or particular companies that have done 
extremely well over time, or strong relationships 
with other countries (Germany, for example), and 
so on.

Time after time in these pages, Burke envisions 
how we might “leverage” these resources to 
achieve a better result for all Wisconsinites—more 
jobs, better wages, better training, better return on 
our investments of time and energy.

An especially good example occurs in Strategy 
5: “leverage anchor institutions to generate wealth 
in urban communities.” Anchor institutions such as 
universities, hospitals, foundations, industry 
research centers and large companies employ 
many workers directly, but they can also support 
local businesses by using local goods and services 
so that neighborhood assets grow. They can 
stabilize neighborhoods and revive previously 
blighted neighborhoods, especially when local 
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Mary Burke, continued from page 4

Bring your laptop, iPad or smart phone to the 
August 28th membership meeting, and learn how to 
use social media to reach constituencies that are 
underrepresented as Democratic voters.

The training will be conducted by two experts 
in use of social media: John Harris and Dennis 
Skahen. This will be a hands-on session that will 
make you facile in the use of today’s communi-
cation tools. 

Our strategic plan has identified four groups of 
vote-eligible individuals who are Democratic 
leaning for whom voter turnout is low, or the 
Democratic share of votes is lower than expected 
for a “natural” constituency. 

We can reach these groups by issue-oriented 
posts on social media. Most exciting is that this 
approach enables all of our members to participate 
in recruiting Democratic voters. Dennis and John 
will get us started.

So, bring your device that will allow access to 
the internet and get ready to “roll”. 

The meeting is at the Sturgeon Bay Library, 
upper level, 7:00 - 8:30 PM. See you there.

Well, it is over and now 
it really begins. Somebody 
must have written immortal 
words describing this time 
as primary season finishes 
and the rea l e lect ion 
begins, but you all know 
what I mean.

It has been a few days 
since the primary election 
and preliminary results--
Government Accountability Board will certify 
results in a few weeks-- until then the raw data is 
all we have, but I don't expect any surprises.

 No doubt you have been asked by interested 
parties "Where you surprised by the outcome?" I 
responded "Not by the Democratic results".

 But the most interesting primary result to me 
was the overwhelming defeat of Garey Bies 
running for the office of the Secretary of State. He 
garnered 75,340 while his opponent Julian Bradley 
received 138,340. Bradley, 33, reportedly traveled 
40,000 miles around the state to win the somewhat 
contested seat of Secretary of State. (Bies voted 
against continuing the office in 2012)

 There is a message here regarding results of 
hard work. Garey Bies did his usual thing, by 
comparison, and has lost his first election 
since 2000 by nearly two to one! Bye-bye Bies.

Message from the Chair:
From Where I Sit

Chair Garrett Cohn

August 28 Membership Meeting:
Learn to Use Social Media to 
Implement Our Strategic Plan



Interested? Great! Just call Bill Perloff at 
920-839-9282 or wperloff@me.com and we’ll 
find an enjoyable way for you to participate.

2.	 JOIN THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF DOOR 
COUNTY. It is not necessary to join the DPDC 
in order to volunteer, but it provides several 
additional opportunities. As a member, you can 
influence the direction the Party takes, and 
ensure that issues you think important are 
considered.

Your membership in the Door Dems also 
makes you a member of the Democratic Party 
of Wisconsin, and gives you a voice, albeit a 
small one, in the DPW.

Our membership dues help to keep the 
Party operating and pay for office, internet 
access and other expenses.

3.	 JOIN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  Much of 
the party business is conducted by the Board 
of Directors, consisting of representatives from 
Northern Door, Sturgeon Bay and Southern 
Door, along with two or more at-large 
members, and the officers.

We are currently recruiting for additional 
Board members, and would like to consider 
Door Dems members who have an interest in a 
leadership role in the Party. The Board meets 
once per month in addition to the monthly 
membership meeting. Board members also 
participate in committees and task forces to 
achieve our goals. Our most intense current 
activity is the coordinated campaign under way.

Contact Chair Garrett Cohn for more info:
920-559-2557, or gucohn@gmail.com. 

For Wisconsinites the upcoming election is 
really important. After four years of Republican 
divisive and destructive policies, our community 
schools are suffering, our citizens are being denied 
affordable health insurance, local control has been 
wrested from communities by the state legislature, 
and women’s health care decisions and workplace 
equality are preempted by the Republican legis-
lative majority, while our economy languishes at the 
bottom of our midwest “peers”.

By now it is clear that the Republican machine 
has as its primary interest, responding to the 
wishes of its financial supporters, many from out of 
state.

This election will allow us to remove Walker 
from the Governor’s office, and gives Democrats a 
realistic opportunity to recapture at least one house 
of the legislature. This would allow correction of, at 
least, some of the most egregious policies imposed 
over the past four years.

How can you help? Four important ways:
1.	 VOLUNTEER. There are many ways to volun-

teer including helping with mailings, displaying 
a yard sign, canvassing and literature drops, 
phone banking, office manager, issues 
research, data entry, and hosting a meet-and-
greet for a candidate.

This is a wonderful way to multiply your 
effect beyond that of a single vote. Our 
volunteers all receive training to take away 
concern about your ability to do the tasks.

	 Our volunteers have fun and the satisfaction of 
knowing they are making a real contribution.
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Volunteer, Become a Member, Join the Board of Directors

 ✓Yes, I’ll Join the Democratic Party and Help Democrats Win!
Sign me up for:
☐ $10 Senior/student/limited income
☐ $20 Two seniors/students/limited incomes
☐ $25 Individual general membership
☐ $35 Pairs (includes 2 memberships)
☐ $45 Activist family (includes up to 3 memberships)
☐ $75 Family supporters (includes all family mem’s)

I would also like to join:
☐ American Indian Caucus ☐ Black Caucus
☐ Latino/Hispanic Caucus ☐ LGTB Caucus
☐ Rural Caucus ☐ Veterans’ Caucus
☐ Women’s Caucus

Return to: Democratic Party of Door County
 P.O. Box 863
 Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Name(s)

Address

City/State

Zip

Phone
This is a     ☐ Cell Phone    ☐ Home Phone

Email

County: DOOR

☐ I would like to volunteer. Please contact me.

or Renew

^
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