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Upcoming Events
MAY
May 22

JUNE
Jun 4

DPDC monthly membership meeting, Sturgeon
Bay Library, 107 S. 4th
Ave., lower level, 7:00
PM. See article, page 2.

5th A n n u a l T h o m a s
Paine dinner. See article
below.
June 12 DPDC Executive Board
meeting, Sturgeon Bay
Library, 107 S. 4th Ave.,
6:00-7:30 PM. Current
(2014) DPDC members
are welcome.
June 26 DPDC monthly membership meeting, Sturgeon
Bay Library, 107 S. 4th
Ave., upper level, 7:00
PM. Tammy Sternard,
Democratic candidate for
Door County Sheriﬀ will
be the featured speaker.
JULY
Annual Door Dems
Jul 24
Picnic, Sawyer Park.
Details to follow.
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Harvey Kaye to Speak at 5th Annual Thomas Paine Dinner
Professor Harvey J. Kaye, noted American Historian
and author will speak June 4 at the 5th annual Thomas
Paine dinner on his new book The Fight for Four Freedoms.
His book draws parallels between the current situation
in America with that faced by President Roosevelt and the
country in 1941.
Kaye is Joyce Rosenberg Professor of Democracy and
Justice Studies at UW-Green Bay. An award-winning
author and editor committed to the study of the making of
American democracy, he has published fifteen books on
Professor'Kaye
history, politics, and ideas. He has contributed articles and
essays to a diverse array of American and international
publications, and has appeared as a guest on numerous television and
radio programs. He gave the inaugural Thomas Paine address to rave reviews in
2010.
(Continued on page 2)
Authorized and paid for by the Democratic Party of Door County
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Thomas Paine Dinner, continued from p. 1
Professor Kaye will be a guest on CBS’ Face
the Nation, Sunday May 25th, WFRV in Green
Bay, 9:30 AM CDT.
The annual Thomas Paine Dinner honors the
memory of the American Revolution’s most
articulate true progressive. "These are the times
that try men's souls."This simple quotation from
Paine's The American Crisis not only described the
beginnings of the American Revolution but inspired
passion as he communicated the ideas of the
Revolution to common farmers as easily as to
intellectuals. His prose stirred the hearts of the
fledgling United States.
Where: The Door County Fire Company (former
Ladder House), elevator-accessible
upper level, 38 South Third Avenue,
Sturgeon Bay.
When:
Wednesday June 4. Social hour at 5:30,
dinner at 6:30 (gluten free selections
available).
Cost:
$27.50 for reservations accompanied by
check up to May 28th, sent to DPDC,
PO Box 863, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.
After May 28th and at the door the cost
is $30. Early reservations are
recommended as seating is limited.
Bonus:
Copies of The Fight for the Four
Freedoms autographed by Professor
Kaye will be available for $20 (savings of
$8.95 from retail).
Sponsors: We are seeking a few generous
Democratic supporters as $100
sponsors to help make this event our
premier fund raiser of the year. Please
contact Bill Perloﬀ (wperloﬀ@me.com,
920-839-9282) for further information.
Thank you!
Questions: Contact Naomi at nrowley@itol.com or
920-839-2444.

May 22nd Membership Meeting
to Feature State Senate and
Congressional Candidates
Dean DeBroux, Democratic candidate for State
Senate district 1, and Ron Gruett, Democratic
candidate for the 8th Congressional District (our
districts), will be the featured speakers at the May
22nd Door Dems membership meeting.

Dean DeBroux

Ron Gruett

Dean DeBroux is a lifelong resident of SD-1,
growing up in Appleton, working on a family farm
in the summers. After high school he worked on a
factory assembly line for 8 years, rising to a
mechanic and welder.
He left his factory job in 1989 and worked his
way through college, earning a BA in special
education in 1994 and a Master’s degree in 2004.
For the past 20 years Dean has been a special
education teacher, and in a leadership position in
WEAC. He served in the National Guard for 20
years, retiring in 2002. He enjoys hunting, fishing
and wilderness camping.
Ron Gruett is from Chilton and holds BS and
Master’s degrees in Computer Education, with
additional graduate credits in chemistry.
He retired as a chemistry and physics teacher
in Brillion Public Schools after 33 years, and part
time computer instructor at Fox Valley Technical
College for 25 years. For the past six years he has
been a part time Chemistry and Physics teacher at
Marian University, winning the “Teacher of the
Year” award last year.
Ron has been on the Chilton City Council for
the past seven years, and is Chair of the Calumet
County Dems. He has run twice for the State
Assembly.
Both Dean and Ron have the capacity to
mobilize teachers’ support in Republican-leaning
communities within their districts.
Come to the meeting to meet, greet, hear from
and support Dean and Ron. The meeting is at the
Sturgeon Bay Library, lower level, 107 S 4th Ave,
and starts at 7:00 PM.
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Message from the Chair:

From Where I Sit

Here is an idea I
think will give you a
fascinating measure of
the mentality of the
investing public
regarding Democratic
and Republican politics.
Motif Investing is an
online stock broker that
allows the investor
Chair Garrett Cohn
(minimum trade is
$9.95) to invest in specific groups of stocks that
pertain to an idea.
For example, one account you can invest in is
entitled DEMOCRATIC DONORS. It has increased
in value by 16% year to date. REPUBLICAN
DONORS has increased 19% year to date. But my
current favorite stock is OBAMACARE which has
increased in value 21% YTD. By the way Standard
and Poor’s has increased YTD by 16%! (all

numbers as of 5/15/14). REPEAL OBAMACARE
(yes there is portfolio investing in companies that
will do better if Obamacare’s tax increases are
repealed) is up 3.7% YTD. Many more interesting
lists and stats are available.
The nine companies listed in DEMOCRATIC
DONORS portfolio are Interpublic Group of Cos,
Comcast Corp WPP Plc (New) ADR, Time Warner
Inc,, Dreamworks Animated SKG Inc, Oracle Corp,
Google Inc A, Microsoft Corporation and Pfizer.
You can see a similar listing in the REPUBLICAN
DONOR Motif listing. Motif explains the percentage
of their investment in these portfolios as well as
listing investor’s comments.
By the way JUNK FOOD is up 9.9% and
HOUSING RECOVERY is down 15.7%.
I look forward to seeing you all at the
Membership Meeting May 22nd, and the Thomas
Paine dinner June 4th—please say hello.

Robert Reich: How the Right Wing is Killing Women
[Editor’s note: Robert Reich is Chancellors Professor of Public Policy at the University of California
at Berkeley, and was formerly Secretary of Labor in
the Clinton administration. Time Magazine named
him one of the ten most eﬀective cabinet
secretaries of the 20th century. Two of his blogs are
reviewed in this issue (see page 4). The following
contains excerpts from his blog of May 12th http://
robertreich.org/post/85556159055].
Reich references a recent report in the medical
journal, The Lancet, of maternal mortality
worldwide from 1990 to 2013. This includes
maternal death during pregnancy, labor and
delivery, and post-partum when the cause of death
is attributed to, or aggravated by the pregnancy.
The results for the United States are disastrous!
The U.S. now ranks 60th out of 180 countries in
maternal death. That is in the USA last year 18.5
women died per 100,000 births. That’s compared
to 8.2 women who died in Canada, 6.1 in Britain,
and only 2.4 in Iceland.
A woman giving birth in America is more than
twice as likely to die as a woman in Saudi Arabia or
China.
You might say international comparisons
should be taken with a grain of salt because of
diﬃculties of getting accurate measurements
across nations. Maybe China hides the true extent
of its maternal deaths. But Canada and Britain?
Even if you’re still skeptical, consider that our
rate of maternal death is heading in the wrong

direction. It’s risen over the past decade. In 1990,
the maternal mortality rate in America was 12.4
women per 100,000 births. In 2003, it was 17.6.
Now it’s 18.5. That’s not a measurement error
because we’ve been measuring the rate of
maternal death in the United States the same way
for decades.
By contrast, the rate has been dropping in most
other nations. In fact, we’re one of just eight
nations in which it’s been rising. The others that are
heading in the wrong direction with us include
Afghanistan, El Salvador, Belize, and South Sudan.
Some American women are dying during
pregnancy and childbirth from health problems
they had before they became pregnant but
worsened because of the pregnancies — such as
diabetes, kidney disease, and heart disease.
The real problem, in other words, was they
didn’t get adequate health care before they
became pregnant.
Other women are dying because they didn’t
have the means to prevent a pregnancy that should
not have occurred, or they did not get the prenatal
care they needed during their pregnancy. In other
words, a diﬀerent sort of inadequate health care.
The data tell the story: A study by the
Roosevelt Institute shows that U.S. states with high
poverty rates have maternal death rates 77 percent
higher than states with lower levels of poverty.
Women with no health insurance are four times
more likely to die during pregnancy or in childbirth
than women who are insured.
(Continued on page 4)
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How the Right Wing is Killing Women, Continued from Page 3
What do we do about this? Yes, of course,
poor women (and the men who made them
pregnant) have to take more personal
responsibility for their behavior. But this tragic
trend is also a clear matter of public choice.
Many of these high-poverty states are among
the twenty-one that have so far refused to expand
Medicaid [Wisconsin among them], even though
the federal government will cover 100 percent of
the cost for the first three years and at least 90
percent thereafter.

So as the sputtering economy casts more and
more women into near poverty, they can’t get the
health care they need.
Several of these same states have also cut
family planning, restricted abortions, and shuttered
women’s health clinics. [Again, Wisconsin has
joined in these regressive actions.]
Right-wing ideology is trumping the health
needs of millions of Americans.
Let’s be perfectly clear: These policies are
literally killing women.

My take on it, by Estella Lauter

Robert Reich: Inequality and Populism for All
As I was watching
Robert Reich’s film
Inequality for All last
week, I found myself
thinking that here at
last might be a way to
reach our Republican
neighbors who have
bought into the
economic theory that
shifted real wealth to
Estella Lauter
a small fraction of the
top one percent.
If the trend continues, people who thought they
were rich with a couple of million dollars will soon
be considered part of the shrinking “middle class.”
The film explains brilliantly how long this shift
has been underway (since the 1970s), how it
happened and why it is a problem, not only for
those with a $25-$75,000 income, but for everyone
—even those with billions of dollars.
It is a problem because capitalism depends on
many consumers to keep the economy moving; the
few who earn billions literally cannot buy enough
goods to do this by themselves, so the current
level of inequality threatens the whole system.
This situation is dangerous even for modest
millionaires because the few at the top have
unprecedented control over democratic elections.
Information from other sources, such as
Thomas Piketty’s Capital in the Twenty-First
Century, suggests that many of the the new
oligarchs are largely invisible members of a global
economy with uncertain ties to any country. This is
why Piketty thinks that nothing short of a global
income tax will curb their power.
The website for Reich’s film suggests other
remedies closer to home.

Ever the optimist, Reich has posted an article
o n h i s b l o g ( h t t p : / / ro b e r t re i c h . o rg / p o s t /
84984296635) titled “The 6 Principles of the New
Populism” in which he sees signs that populist
oﬃcials on the left and the right in the U.S. may
actually have found common political ground in
their opposition to the establishment.
I list the points of agreement below without
elaboration to encourage you to read the blog.
When people as far apart and Bernie Sanders and
Rand Paul are saying the same thing, we may
indeed be in for a political sea change!
1. Cut the biggest Wall Street banks down to a
size where they’re no longer too big to fail..
2. Resurrect the Glass-Steagall Act.
3. End corporate welfare.
4. Stop the National Security Agency from spying
on Americans.
5. Scale back American interventions overseas.
6. Oppose trade agreements crafted by big
corporations.
Only the first two of these points (about
reforming the American financial industry) are as
important to the project of reversing inequality as
getting big money out of politics, reforming the tax
system, raising the minimum wage, strengthening
workers’ voices and investing in education—all
strategies that are recommended on the site for
Reich’s film.
Still, we have to begin our discussions
somewhere. In Wisconsin, we might begin with
corporate welfare—the driving force behind
Walker’s attempt to redistribute monies from public
workers into the private sector.
It has been a long time since we have been
able to talk with our neighbors on the right about
anything political. Who knows where our
conversations may lead?
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Tax Breaks Abound in WI, but Job Growth Remains Slow
[Editors note: The following is taken from the Friday
May 2nd Wisconsin Budget Project Blog, from the
Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, http://
www.wisconsinbudgetproject.org/tax-breaksabound-in-wisconsin-but-job-growth-remainsslow#sthash.RXTOUMey.dpuf]
Wisconsin lawmakers have cut taxes 43 times
since 2011, reducing revenue by $1.9 billion over
that period and limiting investments in Wisconsin’s
schools, workforce, and transportation networks.
Despite – or because of – the substantial tax cuts,
private sector job growth in Wisconsin has been
slower than the national average.
The largest tax cuts over the four year period
include:
The income tax cut included in the 2013-15
■
budget, which reduced revenue by $647.9
million over this period;
The January 2014 property tax cut, which
■
reduced revenue by $406.0 million;
A tax break for businesses hiring new
■
employees, $134.0 million;
A tax cut that will nearly eliminate income
■
taxes for manufacturers once it is fully
phased in, $126.6 million; and
A tax cut for multi-state corporations that
■
allows them to shift some income to states
with no income tax, $126.4 million.

The Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau, a
nonpartisan agency, put together a list of all the tax
changes enacted since January 2011. In addition
to the 43 tax cuts, the legislature approved 10 tax
increases over this period, most of which are
smaller than $5 million and take the form of
eliminating or phasing out specific business tax
credits.
Unfortunately, tax cuts haven’t led to job
growth in Wisconsin. The rate of private sector job
growth in Wisconsin has fallen significantly below
that of other states since the fall of 2011, as shown
in the chart below. Wisconsin simply isn’t keeping
up in terms of job creation.
Not only have the tax cuts not created jobs,
they have made it harder for Wisconsin to build a
strong economy, by reducing the revenue that
Wisconsin needs to invest in schools,
transportation, safe communities, and other triedand-true building blocks of economic growth.
In 2014, tax cuts drained state coﬀers of $1.2
billion – about the same amount of money that the
state spent on the University of Wisconsin System
– in money from the General Fund.
Imagine the job growth Wisconsin could
sustain if we had put those resources to use
making sure we have a highly-educated workforce
that can compete in a global economy.
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Walker’s BadgerCare Decision Costs State $1 Million a Day
[Editor’s note: The following is excerpted from a
blog in the Cap Times by Kevin Kane and Robert
Kraig of Citizen Action of Wisconsin]
Using fiscal estimates provided by the state’s
nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau, we calculate
that Wisconsin is leaving up to $1 million a day on
the table by not accepting federal funds to expand
Medicaid under the Aﬀordable Care Act.
One million dollars a day is a serious amount of
money, enough to cover 84,700 people on
W i s c o n s i n ’s p o p u l a r M e d i c a i d p r o g r a m ,
BadgerCare.
Access to BadgerCare is a matter of grave
importance for low-income Wisconsinites. The
reason Wisconsin created BadgerCare on a
bipartisan basis and that the ACA expands
Medicaid to people near the bottom of the income
scale is that they do not have the income to aﬀord
both the basics (like food, rent and transportation)
and the premiums, deductibles and co-pays
associated with private insurance.

A million dollars a day is a big hit for our state,
but it does not even include the extra costs that
will have to be paid by the working families that are
needlessly being denied BadgerCare.
According to an estimate we did at Citizen
Action of Wisconsin earlier this year, if the families
being denied BadgerCare sign up for private
insurance, they will pay $26 million a year more in
deductibles alone, not including co-pays and
premiums.
Wisconsin still has the opportunity to accept
the millions in federal funds that would allow an
estimated 84,700 residents to gain access to
BadgerCare.
Until Walker reverses course, hardworking
Wisconsin families will continue to struggle to
aﬀord health coverage, limiting their ability to
aﬀord other essentials, and must watch as
Wisconsin carelessly passes up $1 million each
day.

Membership Matters
Time and again we hear the question: I vote
Democratic, I send money to Democratic
candidates, so why should I join the Democratic
Party of Door County?
The answer is simple: If your goal is to see
Democratic candidates actually WIN election to
oﬃce and correct our state government acting on
behalf of the wealthy special interests currently
setting policy, then become a multiplier.
By joining or renewing and becoming active in
the Door Dems you can multiply your eﬀect way
beyond your single vote. As a volunteer circulating
nominating petitions, staﬃng the oﬃce, knocking
on doors, having a “house party”, stuﬃng mailings,

entering data into our database, or others of the
myriad activities in running a campaign, you have
the potential to influence many votes.
Every Democrat whom you convince to go to
the polls and vote, when s/he had no plans to do
so, is an important step to winning.
Your membership dues support these and other
activities, as well as permitting the Party to
contribute directly to candidates above the amount
allowed for contributions from individuals.
The bottom line: we need you, and you can
help us take back our government. Please print the
form below and rejoin now. THANK YOU!

or Renew

✓Yes, I’ll Join the Democratic Party and Help Democrats Win!
^

Name(s)

Sign me up for:

City/State

☐ $10 Senior/student/limited income
☐ $20 Two seniors/students/limited incomes
☐ $25 Individual general membership
☐ $35 Pairs (includes 2 memberships)
☐ $45 Activist family (includes up to 3 memberships)
☐ $75 Family supporters (includes all family mem’s)

Zip

I would also like to join:

Address

Phone
This is a

☐ Cell Phone

Email
County: DOOR

☐ Home Phone

☐ American Indian Caucus
☐ Latino/Hispanic Caucus
☐ Rural Caucus
☐ Women’s Caucus

☐ Black Caucus
☐ LGTB Caucus
☐ Veterans’ Caucus

Return to: Democratic Party of Door County
P.O. Box 863
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

